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Site Review Checklist

1. Site Architecture & Applications


	Task
	Verified 

	Web Server (ask or check via Netcraft.com – Apache, IIS etc.)
	

	Languages Used (ASP, HTML, JSP, PHP etc.)
	

	Dedicated/Shared Hosting (ask or check via whois.sc)
	

	Databases (MySQL, Oracle, PostgreSQL etc.)
	

	Applications (CMS, directory, forums, shopping cart etc.)
	

	Cookies and Sessions (humans/spiders)
	

	HTTP Response Headers (check for proper use of 200/304/404)
	

	Custom Error Pages (if used, proper HTTP response?)
	

	Basics (Contact, FAQ, Privacy, Resources, Site Map, Terms of Use)
	


2. Site Navigation


	Task
	Verified 

	Image Maps and Image Links
	

	JavaScript and DHTML
	

	Text Links
	

	Average/Maximum Links Per Page
	

	Form-based Navigation
	

	Redirection (301/302, META Refresh, JavaScript)
	

	Global Navigation (effectiveness and placement)
	

	Functional Sections (news, forums, shopping etc.)
	

	Site Search (Functionality, Usability, Logs)
	


3. Document Structure


	Task
	Verified 

	Title Tags
	

	META Description
	

	META Keywords
	

	Layout (CSS, Tables etc.)
	

	Headings (H1, H2, page structure)
	

	Pop-Ups and Effects
	

	Browser Compatibility (AOL, IE, Mozilla, Netscape, Opera, wireless etc.)
	

	Plug-Ins/Flash/Java
	


4. Keyword Strategy & Copywriting


	Task
	Verified 

	Primary Themes
	

	Primary Search Terms
	

	Supporting Keywords
	

	Copy/Content (optimization and effectiveness)
	

	Landing Pages
	

	Internal Links (use of keywords, placement)
	

	Outbound Links (keywords, placement)
	


5. Search Engine Positioning


	Task
	Verified 

	Tracking Systems (logs available, stats application etc.)
	

	Rankings and Referrals (primary search terms)
	

	Index Saturation (number of pages found/number indexed)
	

	Crawlability and Duplicate Content Issues
	

	Link Popularity, Quality and Relevance
	

	Google Toolbar PageRank
	

	Directory Listings (DMOZ, Yahoo!)
	

	Risky Tactics
	


6. Recommendations


	Task
	Verified 

	Site/Server
	

	Navigation
	

	Document Structure
	

	Keywords and Copywriting
	

	Search Engine Positioning
	

	Overall
	


7. Approval

	Site Review For:

	Performed By:

	Date:



